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Parkside Parent Council Meeting  

Tuesday December 7, 2021 @ 6:30 PM - 8 PM 

Meeting took place via MS Teams given current Covid restrictions 

Attendees: Heather Jakobi (Principal); Amber Wadsworth (teaching staff member); Lisa Rattray (Chair); 

Gillian Dronyk (Secretary); Trish Rodgers; Lindsay Pratt; Kari Ferguson; Tammy Logtenberg, Claire 

Golding (School Council President); Elizabeth Thompson 

Regrets: Katelyn Vey; Anna Tavares (non-teaching staff member) 

1. Welcome and Introductions  

• Heather Jakobi (Principal) started meeting at 6:33 PM and formally welcomed all 

attendees.  

 

2. Student Council Update  

• Claire Golding presented the Student Council updates (since previous month’s meeting)  

 

• December Food & Cereal Drive is being run by Student Council alongside the Leadership 

Class – The PCI class with the most donations to the drive will be rewarded with a pizza 

party 

 

• PCI Spirit wear will be coming into the school (from the supplier) most likely late in the 

week of December 6, 2021. Student Council members will notify staff and any Spirit 

wear orders will be delivered to homeroom classes for the students to pick-up their 

orders. 

 

• Student Council is running very well, and they are coming up with lots of thoughts on 

activities for the school year. 

 

• The PCI float and involvement in the St. Thomas Santa Claus Parade 2021 in Pinafore 

Park was a success.  A question was posed by one of the attendees of tonight’s meeting 

asking how the Student Council decided on who from PCI could participate in 

presentation of the school representation at the Santa Claus Parade. As parents we did 

not hear of any opportunities for our students to sign up to be in the Santa Claus Parade 

to help represent PCI. Golding responded noting that the School Council members 

wanted to include the student body from PCI, however the timing was “off”, and it 

ended up being Student Council members only that prepared for and participated on 

the PCI float/ in the Santa Claus Parade. 

 

3. Teacher’s Report – Amber Wadsworth 

• Ms. Wadsworth updated the attendees on what is going on with the teachers at this 

time – she noted that PCI has been a “busy place” this past month.  

 

• Winter sports are now complete. 



 

Aviva: Confidential 

 

• The teaching staff and students will hear an update this week (week of December 6, 

2021) with regard to whether or not able to proceed with the swimming team, as 

various precautions surrounding the current pandemic are still in place. 

 

• More and more teams and clubs are starting – examples are Robotics team, Improv 

Club, and others 

 

• Teaching staff participated in learnings and conversation, during the scheduled PA Day 

of November 12, 2021, surrounding the new D-Streaming that will affect all Grade 9 

students in the Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB). Briefly speaking, D-

Streaming Grade 9 students means that all academic and general level Grade 9 students 

will be together in classes. There will not be academic level Grade 9 courses or general 

level Grade 9 courses – these will be noted simply as Grade 9 level courses. 

 

• Course selection software called “Blueprint” will be opening up for students to access at 

the start of January 2022 so that they can select their courses for their 2022/2023 

school year. Course selections must be completed by February 4, 2022 when the 

Blueprint software will close for further selections.  

 

• Grade 11 undergraduate awards were given out on December 7, 2021 in the courtyard 

at PCI. 

 

• Since the previous meeting applicable PCI students did participate in and completed the 

Literacy Test, mandated by the Ontario Government. The students completed the 

literacy test online given the current pandemic restrictions that remain in place.  

 

• Given the ongoing Covid pandemic there will not be an in-person Christmas Assembly 

for the 2021/ 2022 school year. Teachers will be constructing a video that will be played 

to the PCI students and staff on the Friday (December 17, 2021) before the scheduled 

Christmas holiday break. 

 

 

4. Principal’s Report – Heather Jakobi 

• Heather indicated that there is no report from Anna Tavares (non-teaching staff 

member) given that she was unable to attend the meeting given some new obligations/ 

meetings that she has become involved in. She may possibly return to our monthly 

meetings. 

 

• Grade 8 Open House – The TVDSB has advised that there will not be any in-person open 

houses this year due to the current limitations/ precautions associated with the Covid19 

pandemic. All grade 8 open houses will be conducted virtually. Heather will be working 

with the two (2) other TVDSB Principals to co-ordinate how best to implement the open 

houses for the high schools in St. Thomas. The grade 8 PCI open house is to proceed on 
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January 10, 2022. The 3 Principals will hold 2 evenings of Zoom meetings for a Question-

and-Answer period for Grade 8 students and Guardians. The PCI Guidance Counsellors 

will be physically attending the elementary schools to talk to Grade 8 students about the 

transition to high school. 

 

• Grade 8 Open House - Grade 8 students may choose which high school they want to 

attend in St. Thomas, however due to capacity issues at PCI they must submit an “out of 

area” form. Heather Jakobi will await the numbers, from the TVDSB, surrounding 

capacity limits at PCI for 2022/2023 school year. Based on those numbers provided by 

the TVDSB, PCI will either be able to accept all the requests to attend PCI from those 

who submitted “out of area” forms – OR secondly they can decline all the requests (if 

TVDSB numbers show that PCI is/ will be at capacity) OR lastly PCI will be able to accept 

some of those requests. If PCI is in a position to “accept some” of the requests, a lottery 

selection process will be used to choose those who applied. This will be a random 

selection draw. The “out of area” form for all TVDSB schools are used when a school is 

at capacity. You can find the “out of area” form on the TVDSB website, should anyone 

want to look at it or use it.  Priority will be given to French Immersion students, given 

that PCI offers the French Immersion program at a secondary level and also to PCI’s 

elementary “feeder schools” (Elgin Court and John Wise). Grade 8 graduate Students at 

New Sarum, Southwold and Kettle Creek and also the two (2) local French Immersion 

Public Schools can choose any one of the 3 high schools in St. Thomas. It should be 

noted that Mitchell Hepburn and Forest Park are the “feeder schools” for Central 

Collegiate Institute (CCI) and June Rose Callwood and Locke’s are the “feeder schools” 

for Arthur Voaden.    

 

• Literacy Test – How did it Go? – The literacy test went well this year. PCI did the test on 

the Monday (each school could choose the day they were going to run the literacy test). 

PCI Admin made the decision to “shut the school down” except those students that 

were doing the online literacy test – only the students that were doing the literacy test 

were in the school, the remainder of the PCI student community were participating in 

school studies online from outside of the school building. This approach taken assisted 

the online testing to proceed with no internet connection issues. PCI Admin ensured 

that there was food available for the students participating in testing and that breaks 

were available. If students arrived late or started the testing late, this was ok as well. 

Testing would start from the time the student arrived. This approach is/ was more user 

friendly in an already stressful testing environment. Overall, the experience was positive 

for both students and school staff.  

 

• Update on Cafeteria Services – PCI school cafeteria opened up to students and staff on 

November 29, 2021. The cafeteria staff were nervous on how the opening would be 

received; however, the students were happy that the cafeteria was now open for 

purchases. TVDSB learned from the local Health Unit that most of the spread of the 

covid virus is not happening in schools and thus the reason the Health Unit advised that 

PCI cafeteria could open up. PCI staff is in talks with the other local 2 high schools and all 
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schools are speaking about best approach to a gradual opening of the entire cafeteria 

environment. Admin at all 3 TVDSB high schools was to ensure they are balancing safety 

with reality. 

 

• Second Semester Schedule Changes – Second Semester schedule will go back to 

students having four (4) classes per day. Teachers, Student and PCI Parents have 

expressed concern with the current framework with large amounts of theory work being 

taught one week and then nothing the next week given that current schedule. This is 

impacting the mental health of all involved. The way the Second Semester Schedule will 

proceed will allow teachers more preparation time for each class. This is just 1 more 

step to “normalcy”.  

 

5. New Business – Lisa Rattray made mention that 2 years ago (before the impact of Covid19) PCI 

School Council was working on putting together a workshop surrounding the topic of “Ricky 

Behaviour & our Students”. Preparation of the workshop was cut short in March 2020 when 

restrictions were put in place by the Government to address the growing Covid19 pandemic. 

Given that we are still experiencing various precautions/ limitations associated with the Covid19 

pandemic there has not been any further progress in moving the workshop forward. 

 

The Elgin County Drug & Alcohol Strategy is doing a study and has a questionnaire prepared, 

which can be completed online for people who want to participate surrounding some risky 

behaviours of children. Lisa Rattray will email the website link out to council members for 

completion of the same. She has been told that the questionnaire takes about 10 minutes to 

complete. 

 

6. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned 

 

 


